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COURSE SUMMARY

Theory of Knowledge  is a two year course which examines what knowledge is, how it is obtained and how various disciplines deal with the problems of knowledge differently.  It can be thought of not exactly as a philosophy class, but certainly as a class that is philosophical in nature, where the abstract concepts of philosophy are nested firmly within the (generally) more concrete realm of the other fields of human inquiry – math, science, social science, art, history and ethics.
Theory of Knowledge is a college preparatory class meeting entrance requirements for the University of California (UC) and the California State University (CSU).    This class is required for students seeking the International Baccalaureate diploma.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

· demonstrate an understanding of the strengths and limitations of the various Ways of Knowing (perception, reason, emotion, language) and of the methods used in the different Areas of Knowledge (mathematics, natural sciences, human sciences, history, ethics, and the arts)

· demonstrate a capacity to reason critically

· make connections between and across Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowing

· make connections between personal experience and different Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowledge

· demonstrate an understanding of knowledge at work in the world

· demonstrate presence of mind

· identify values underlying judgments and knowledge claims pertinent to local and global issues

· demonstrate an understanding that personal views, judgments and beliefs may influence their own knowledge claims and those of others

· use oral and written language to formulate and communicate ideas clearly.

*Theory of Knowledge, International Baccalaureate Organization, Geneva, Switzerland, 1999, p.5.
PRIMARY TEXTS AND RESOURCES

The instructor will provide readings to support discussions in class.   Handouts will include historic philosophical writings, newspaper articles, academic articles, sections from books written by those in the fields we are studying, and likely many others.  It is essential that all readings be completed by the day that they will be discussed in class.  It is also essential that you have the proper approach to reading in this class.  Your focus should not be on learning terms or minute details, but rather on understanding a writer’s larger ideas in such a way that you will be able to discuss and formulate opinions on these ideas in class.  You should always take notes on what you read, but your notes should focus on an understanding of concepts and ideas and how those concepts and ideas relate to one another.


CLASS RULES & STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
All students have a right to learn and to receive a quality education. No student has the right to be disruptive and interrupt that all-important process.  Of course, all school rules apply.  In addition, I have my own expectations.  Together in class, we will develop and define the meaning of the following classroom expectations:  

1. Arrive on time and prepared to work.

2. Be professional, kind and responsible

3. Be a positive participant

CONSEQUENCES

A student chooses to conduct themselves inappropriately, they should expect the following consequences:
· 
First offense: Verbal warning/ outside time to cool off.

· 
Second offense:  Office “visit”

· Third offense: Referall and parent meeting with possibility of  removal from class.


GRADING POLICY

Every assignment including homework, class work, group work, quizzes, papers, tests, and oral presentations will be assigned a point value. At the end of the quarter or semester, the total points will be added for a grade.    As this is an optional elective, students not performing satisfactorily will be recommended for drop.  
!st semester : Papers 30%, Participation 50%, Journals 20%
2nd semester: External Essay 30%, Internal Presentation 20%, Participation 30%, Journals 20%

CLASS PARTICIPATION
As a participation-based class, this course requires a student’s full and complete engagement.   Come to class curious, ready to learn, and with lots of questions.    The more that one contributes, the more one will benefit from our time together.    If you let it, this class can be fun, enjoyable and memorable.    This is a class of ideas.   We will rarely do something in class.  Rather, we will take ideas and discuss, debate, explore and learn.  If this isn’t appealing to you, perhaps you should find another activity to fill your early morning hours.
ACADEMIC HONESTY
Cheating and plagiarism cannot be tolerated in any form.   For this course, you will receive a zero for any assignment on which you are found to have cheated or which you plagiarized.    Full disciplinary consequences will be applied.   Refer to the student handbook for more information.
COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS/GUARDIANS
Parents reviewing a student’s progress on Parent Link will not see grades for this class online because of so few written assignments during the quarter.  If you have questions regarding your student`s performance, please email the instructor.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at (707)967-2740 x2133.My email address is mluelsdorf@sthelena.k12.ca.us
